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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 7792 
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TAGS: PINT CSCE UR 

SBUJECT: SHCHARANSKIY CASE 

REF: (A) LEVITSKY/BROWN TELCON, (B) MOSCOW 6364 

1 . SUMMARY. VLADIMIR SLEPAK FEELS SHCHARANSKIY CHARGE 
OF TREASON EXTREMELY SERIOUS BLOW FOR HIM AND DISSIDENTS 
GENERALLY. END SUMMARY. 

2. WE HAVE NOT YET MET WITH ANY OF THE PARTICIPANTS IN JUNE 1 
PRESS CONFERENCE HELD IN GENERAL GRIGORYENKO'S APARTMENT. 
HOWEVER, WE HAVE TALKED TO SEVERAL NEWSPAPERMEN AND VLADIMIR 
SLEPAK TELEPHONED EMBOFF (PRESEL) JUNE 1 TO GIVE HIS VIEWS ON DE- 
VELOPMENTS IN SHCHARANSKIY CASE. 

3. AS FAR AS WE CAN RECONSTRUCT EVENTS AT PRESS CONFERENCE, 

YELENA BONNER BRIEFED CORRESPONDENTS ON (BUT DID NOT READ 
TEXT OF) LETTER WHICH SHCHARANSKIY S MOTHER RECENTLY RECEIVED 
FROM MOSCOW OBLAST PROKURATOR. THIS LETTER WAS IN RESPONSE TO 
HER LETTER WHICH ASKED FOR INFORMATION. IT CONFIRMED 

THAT SHCHARANSKIY WAS INDEED BEING INVESTIGATED FOR 
CRIMES UNDER ARTICLE 64 OF THE RSFSR CRIMINAL CODE. THIS 
INCLUDES TREASON. ESPIONAGE AND ATTEMPTS TO LEAVE THE 
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COUNTRY AND IS PUNISHABLE BY PRISON SENTENCES OF 10 TO 
20 YEARS OR DEATH. AS FAR AS WE KNOW, NO ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION CONCERNING SHCHARANSKIY WAS REVEALED AT THE 
PRESS CONFERENCE. OTHER SUBJECTS COVERED AT PRESS CON- 
FERENCE BEING REPORTED SEPTEL. 

4. SLEPAK TOLD US THAT NEWS OF THE LETTER WAS A VERY 
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SERIOUS BLOW. WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY REPORTED THAT WE HAD 
UNDERSTOOD THAT SOVIETS WERE CONSIDERING PROSECUTING 
SHCHARANSKIY UNDER ARTICLE 64, BUT THIS IS THE FIRST 
CONFIRMATION ANYONE HAS HAD OF THE FACT. SLEPAK 
SAID HE NOW THOUGHT IT QUITE POSSIBLE THAT SHCHARANSKIY 
WOULD INDEED BE TRIED, AND FOUND GUILTY, (" PERHAPS EVEN SHOT”) 
AND THAT THIS REPRESENTED A VERY SERIOUS BLOW NOT JUST FOR 
SHCHARANSKIY BUT FOR THE JEWISH DISSIDENT COMMUNITIES. 

5. SLEPAK SAID THAT IT WAS MOST UNFORTUNATE THAT NEWS 
OF SHCHARAN SKIY'S CHARGES SHOULD BE RELEASED. UNTIL THE 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES HAD MOVED FORMALLY TO CHARGE HIM. 

IT WAS ALWAYS POSSIBLE THAT RELEASE OR, MORE LIKELY, 

EXPLUSION ABROAD MIGHT OCCUR. SOVIET PRESTIGE HAD 
NOW BEEN ENGAGED IN THE SHCHARANSKIY CASE AND IT HAD 
BECOME INFINITELY MORE DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO BACK DOWN 
ON THE TRIAL. WE ASKED WHY, IN THAT CASE, IT HAD BEEN 
DECIDED TO CALL A PRESS CONFERENCE AND PUBLICLY RELEASE 
THE NEWS. SLEPAK SAID ISSUANCE 

OF THE LETTER REFLECTS A CLEAR SOVIET DECISION. 

HE FELT THAT ONLY MASSIVE PUBLIC PRESSURE FROM ABROAD 
COULD SAVE SHCHARANSKIY. 

6. COMMENT: WE AGREE WITH SLEPAK'SOBSERVATION THAT 
IT WILL NOW BE MORE DIFFICULT FOR THE SOVIETS TO BACK 
DOWN FROM PUTTING SHCHARANSKIY ON TRIAL. WE ASSUME THAT 
SHCHARANSKIY WILL BE CHARGED WITH ESPIONAGE AND THAT 
HIS CONTACTS WITH THE AMERICAN EMBASSY OFFFICERS AND 
AMERICAN JOURNALISTS WILL BE SUBMITTED IN EVIDENCE 
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AGAINST HIM. IN THIS CONNECTION WE NOTE THE CLEAR ASSER- 
TION WHICH LIPAVSKIY MADE IN HIS SECOND IZVESTIYA 
PIECE (REF B) THAT SHCHARANSKIY HAD BEEN ASSIGNED BY ALEKSANDR 
LERNER THE JOB OF COLLECTING DEFENSE INFORMATION IN THE 
USSR. THE RESEARCH WORK WHICH SHCHARANSKIY DID IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE ROBERT TOTH ARTICLE CONCERNING MIS- 
APPLICATION OF ADVANCED AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY MAY ALSO BE 
SUBMITTED AS EVIDENCE. 

7. WHILE WE DO NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE DE- 
CISION ON SHCHARANSKIY WAS MADE WITHOUT 
REFERENCE TO BELGRADE, WE ASSUME THE TIMING WAS NOT 
FORTUITUOUS. CHARGING SHCHARANSKIY WITH SPECIFIC 
CRIME, ONE OF GRAVE SERIOUSNESS UNDER ANY JURDICIAL 

SYSTEM, AND BUTTRESSING THE CHARGES WITH ALLEGED DOCUMENTARY 
EVIDENCE CONCERING SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS OF SHCHARANSKIY 
IS ONE GOOD WAY FOR THE SOVIETS TO ATTEMPT TO TURN 
SHCHARANSKIY FROM A "VICTIM" INTO A TRAITOR. WE ASSUME THAT 
THIS IS THE REASON BEHIND THE DECISION TO INTIMATE, TWO WEEKS 
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BEFORE THE OPENING OF THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE, THAT SHCHARANSKIY WILL 

BE TRIED. 

8. WE WOULD NOT SURPRISING IF THE INFORMATION CONCERN- 
ING THE CHARGES WHICH GINSBURG AND ORLOV MIGHT FACE WERE 
EXPOSED BY THE SOVIETS IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. WE EXPECT 
THAT GINSBURG WILL BE CHARGED WITH CRIMES UNDER THE 
CURRENCY LAWS ANDORLOV WITH ANTI-SOVIET ACTIVITIES. 

9. THE SOVIETS MAY FEEL THAT ANNOUNCING THE SHCHARANSKIY 
CHARGES JUST BEFORE BELGRADE WILL HAVE THE EFFECT OF 
SILENCING THOSE FEW MEMBERS OF THE SOVIET DISSIDENT 
MOVEMENT STILL AT LIBERTY WHO MIGHT HAVE PLANNED IN SOME 
WAY TO MARK THE OPENING OF THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE 
WITH DECLARATIONS OR OTHER DEMONSTRATIVE ACTS. 

MATLOCK 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 MOSCOW 07792 021649Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, TREASON, ESPIONAGE, PRESS CONFERENCES, ALLEGATIONS, INVESTIGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MOSCOW07792 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 96-1 038 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770698/aaaadhvk.tel 

Line Count: 139 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a20c4186-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 77 MOSCOW 6364 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 -Mar-2005 1 2:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2305425 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SHCHARANSKIY CASE 

TAGS: PINT, UR, CSCE, (SHCHARANSKIY, ANATOLIY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a20c4186-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



